
Knowledge of Him -101
Ephesians 1:15-23

Introduction: “That I may know Him…”
I. Prerequisites for the Course – 1:15
A. A vertical Relationship. Faith in the Savior – 
﻿

“after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus”
Paul heard of their faith. He had not been in Ephesus for 5 years. He wrote Ephesisans AD 62 – 

1. Faith for Salvation.
Believe (have faith) in Jesus = eternal life. He does not need to hear about this.
2. Faith for the Christian Life.
This is more likely his meaning. The word of their life of faith had spread throughout the empire. (Like the faith of the Thessalonians – 
“For from you the word of the Lord ﻿﻿has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also ﻿﻿in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything.” (I Thess.1:8)
B. A Horizontal Relationship - Fondness to all the Saints – 
“and your love for all the saints,
1. The kind of love
The word for “love” is ἀγάπην – “love that desires God’s best for the object loved.”
2. The recipients of the love –
All the saints – not always an easy thing to do! Some of the saints is much easier.
“To live above with saints we love; that will be glory. To live below with saints we know; that’s another story.”
“To love those who love you is human; to hate those who love you is devilish; to love those who hate you is divine.”
3. The Time of the Love – Later on:
a. When I start teaching Sunday School

b. When I get to the mission field.

II. The Procedure of the Course – 1:16-18a
How will the content be communicated?

A. Prayer – 1:16
“{﻿I} do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers:”
1. First, he Gives Thanks for them.
Thanksgiving is a good place to start any prayer. Then it will be easier to pray for that person. 
2. He Makes Requests for them.

“keep mentioning them in your prayers.” - Prayer is going to be one means of training them.
3. It is continual prayer – without ceasing

  “The pure delight of a single hour” (I Am Thine, oh Lord) Sweet Hour of prayer” 
B. The Spirit or spirit – 1:17
“that ﻿﻿the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, ﻿﻿may give to you the Spirit (or a spirit) of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him,”
1. The Giver
a. God of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Jesus, the God-man, acknowledged the Father as His God.
b. The Father of Glory – 
He is the God Who:
· possesses all glory,

· of Whom glory is an attribute
· to Whom all glory should be given.
He is the glorious Father!
2. The Gift - Spirit or spirit
If the gift is “an attitude of” wisdom and revelation, it would still be a gift of the Holy Spirit Who Ministers in those areas. Probably it is a reference to the Holy Spirit.
The gift includes:
a. Wisdom - gives insight into the nature of things
b. Revelation – an unveiling of the object discussed, God Himself.

In the knowledge of Him (v.17) The word “knowledge ἐπιγνώσει ” here means to know fully and with certainty ﻿and to know personally and intimately, not just the objective facts.
Philosophy says, “know thyself” - “To thine own self be true”
Scripture says, “Know God through Jesus.” - “To God be true.”
C. Enlightenment – 18a
﻿﻿
“the eyes of your ﻿﻿heart having been enlightened;”
The wisdom and knowledge will come from their eyes “having been enlightened” The eyes are spiritual eyes.
Elisha was in Dothan. They were surrounded by a great army of the Syrians. His servant saw them and told Elisha (II Kings 6:17) Elisha prayed. What would you pray? Lord, do something? No, He has already done it! He prayed, Lord open his eyes.

This word, πεφωτισμένους, having been enlightened means that: (at the time of receiving this revelation) their enlightenment has come and is still in their possession. In other words, the revelation cannot come apart from this enlightenment.
III. The Particulars of the Course – 1:18b – 23
“that you may know:”
A. The Hope of His Calling – 1:18b
What is the hope of His calling? - The word “hope” in the N.T. sometimes refers to the things God has promised to believers.

Col. 1:5

“because of the hope ﻿﻿which is laid up for you in heaven,”

Other times it refers to our apprehension of the possession of that hope.
I Peter 1:13 

“…rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;”
The two ideas blend together nicely in this context. Paul wants them – and us – to know clearly what God has promised us and to know with certainty that we will come into possession of it when He comes again.
B. The Riches of the Glory of His Inheritance – 1:18c
“what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,”
In 1:14 Paul wrote that the Christians’ “inheritance” is their final redemption from the presence of sin. Here in verse 18 he wrote about God’s inheritance, the saints themselves!  Because of the “glorious grace” (v. 6) of “the glorious Father” (v. 17), He will receive “His glorious inheritance” (v. 18). 

Jude 24 
“Now to Him who is able to keep ﻿﻿you from stumbling, and ﻿﻿to present you faultless Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy,”
C. The Greatness of His Power – 1:19a
“and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, “
1. The Measure of His Power – 1:19b
﻿
“according to the working of His mighty power”
We can measure the power of God only by what we see.
The great works of God help us to understand what omnipotence looks like.
· The creation was the measure for a long while (Psalm 19 – Romans 1)
· Then it was the flood (Gen 6-9)

· Then it was the Red Sea (Ex. 15:21)

Paul uses 4 words for power:
· Δυνάμεως – general word for power
· ἰσχύος – power lodged in the arm
· κράτους  - poised power arm uplifted  with conscious aim.
· ἐνέργειαν – power in operation – hitting the target
That is the power that is available to Christians.
2. The demonstration of His power – 1:20-23

a. Christ’s Resurrection – 1.20a
“which He worked in Christ when ﻿﻿He raised Him from the dead.”
No one had ever been raised from the dead who did not die again, before or since. This was predicted of Messiah, but even the disciples did not put it together until after it happened.
John 20:9

“For as yet they did not ﻿﻿know the ﻿﻿Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.”
b. Christ’s Exaltation - 

﻿﻿
“seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places.’
“Heavenly places” refers to a locality here. (contra. 1:3) (Symbolic) Jesus was resurrected to a literal place at the right hand of God. The right hand is the place of authority.
c. Christ’s Universal Dominion – 1:21
“far above all ﻿﻿principality ﻿﻿and ﻿﻿power and ﻿﻿might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.”
 Christ’s Ascension to the right hand of God involves His being exalted: above every order of authority (cf. Col. 1:16), human and superhuman (cf. Phil. 2:8-11), whether present (in the present Age) or future (the Age to come; cf. 1 Cor. 15:23-28). The words rule and authority, power and dominion may refer primarily to angelic beings. 

d. Christ’s absolute control – 1:22a

“And ﻿﻿He put all things under His feet,”
This figure might refer to the custom of a victorious king putting his foot on the neck of the defeated foe.
Adam lost the dominion that God gave him when he sinned. Christ will take it back in the future,

Psalm 8:6
“You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet,”

Heb 2:8-9
“For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now ﻿﻿we do not yet see all things put under him. But we see Jesus, ﻿﻿who was made ﻿﻿a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death ﻿﻿crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death ﻿﻿for everyone.”
e. Christ’s Headship Over the Church – 22b - 23
“gave Him ﻿﻿to be head over all things to the church, ﻿﻿which is His body, ﻿﻿the fullness of Him ﻿﻿who fills all in all.”
The One Who is filling is Jesus, that which is filled is the body, the church, the filling is the blessing.
Verse 22b could be translated: “The church which is His body, which is being filled by the One who fills all things with all things (blessings). 
Conclusion: This ends Paul’s prayer. 
I conclude with a summary of this section from the Bible Knowledge Commentary.
After demonstrating that believers have all spiritual blessings (1:3-14), Paul prayed that believers would come to know God intimately (v. 17) in order that they might know three facts:

1. the past call of salvation that produced hope (v. 18), 
2.  the future inheritance that God has in His saints (v. 18), 
3. the present power of God that is available to believers, which
a. was manifested in the past in Christ’s resurrection and Ascension
b. will be manifested in the future in Christ’s headship over Creation, and
c. is presently manifested in Christ’s headship over the church.
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